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Linguistic Ecology & Language 
Endangerment 

 LING 375X 
University of Montana 

 
Spring 2020 

Instructor: Leora Bar-el 
 

SYLLABUS 
 
 

Languages, with their complex implications for identity, communication, social integration, education 
and development, are of strategic importance for people and planet. Yet, due to globalization 
processes, they are increasingly under threat, or disappearing altogether. When languages fade, so 
does the world's rich tapestry of cultural diversity. Opportunities, traditions, memory, unique modes of 
thinking and expression — valuable resources for ensuring a better future — are also lost. 

(UNESCO https://www.un.org/en/events/motherlanguageday/) 
 
 

Instructor information 
 

8 <leora.bar-el@umontana.edu> 
¨ Social Science Building, Room 210 
( To reach me by phone, you can leave a message in the Anthropology main office 406-243-2693 
Office hours: Tuesdays 2pm-3:30pm and Wednesdays 10:30am-12pm, or by appointment 
 
 

Course meeting times and venue 
 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
12:30pm-1:50pm  
LA 337 
 
 

Course description 
 

There are over 6000 languages spoken across the world today. By some estimates, 50-90% of the world’s 
languages will no longer be spoken by the end of this century. In this course we examine (i) diversity of the world’s 
languages (e.g., how we count languages, where they are spoken, how they relate to each other, how languages 
change, the value of diversity, etc.), (ii) language endangerment (e.g., why languages become endangered, how 
endangerment is assessed, why it matters, etc.), and (iii) responses to language endangerment (e.g., language 
documentation, language revitalization, institutional and community responses, etc.). 
 
 

Prerequisites 
 

This course has no prerequisites, though an interest in language(s) is an asset! 
 
 

General Education Group X & Intermediate Writing designations  
 

This course satisfies the General Education Group X requirement – Cultural and International Diversity, as well as 
the General Education Intermediate Writing requirement. 
 
 

Moodle 
This course has an online supplement Moodle site (click on Moodle NetID Login). 
 
 

Technical Support 
 

UMOnline: 406-243-4999 or toll-free 866-225-1641; email; website   
 

IT Central: 406-243-4357; e-mail; website 
 
 

Course Structure 
 

Class meetings will include lectures, discussions of assigned readings (available online, downloadable from our 
course Moodle site, or in the Mansfield Library), presentations, hands-on activities, etc. Slides and other materials 
presented in class will be available for downloading from our course Moodle site. 
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Sidecar Project 
 

This semester our class is very fortunate to be participating in the Sidecar Project, organized though the UM 
Writing & Public Speaking Center. Throughout the course, writing tutors will be reading our work and facilitating in-
class feedback sessions for several assignments this semester. You will also read your classmates' work and 
provide feedback to each other. Participation in the Sidecar Project is a requirement of this course. Not only will 
these sessions improve our writing, but on-time sidecar submissions and participation in feedback sessions will 
earn you course credit. Further details will be provided. 
 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

This course is designed to help you achieve the following learning outcomes: 
• Become familiar with the different ways of understanding linguistic diversity 
• Understand how languages shift and become endangered, and how endangerment is assessed 
• Understand the value of linguistic diversity to linguists, communities, and humanity as a whole 
• Become familiar with some of the ways in which individuals, communities and institutions are 

responding to the threat to linguistic diversity 
• Learn about the goals and methods of language documentation 
• Understand some of the ways in which communities are revitalizing their languages, including the 

challenges and successes. 
 

Learning Outcomes: Writing 
This course is an Intermediate Writing course. The writing activities in this course are designed to help you be able 
to develop the following skills: 

• Compose written documents that are appropriate for a given audience or purpose 
• Formulate and express opinions and ideas in writing 
• Use writing to learn and synthesize new concepts 
• Revise written work based on constructive feedback 
• Find, evaluate, and use information effectively 
• Begin to use discipline-specific writing conventions (largely style conventions like APA or MLA) 
• Demonstrate appropriate English language usage 

 

Learning Outcomes: General Education Group X – Cultural and International Diversity 
This course has the General Education Group X designation – Cultural and International Diversity. This course is 
designed to help you be able to develop the following skills: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the diverse ways humans structure their social, political, and cultural 
lives 

• Interpret human activities, ideas, and institutions with reference to diverse cultural, historical and geo-
political perspectives and physical environments 

• Recognize the complexities of inter-cultural and international communications and collaborative 
endeavors, and relate this to the complex challenges of the 21st century 

 
 

Assessment 
 

Participation 10% 
Reading summaries (5% x 3) 15% 
Short assignments & reading responses 15% 
Revised reading response 5% 
Annotated bibliography 10% 
Presentation 10% 
Language report 15% 
Sidecar & workshop submissions 10% 
Sidecar participation 10% 

 

• PARTICIPATION: You are required to attend every class, come to class prepared, having completed the assigned 
readings, assignments, etc., and actively participate in class discussions and activities on a regular basis.. 
Unexcused absence or lateness will result in deductions to your participation grade. 

 

• READING SUMMARIES: We will have an in-class workshop on writing summaries. For the workshop you will write 
a draft summary, upload it to Moodle by noon, and bring a copy of your draft summary (hard copy or electronic) 
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to class. Your draft summary will not be graded, but submission of the summary earns you course credit. Your 
draft will be reviewed by fellow classmates and will form the basis of our discussion. You will then complete 
three additional reading summaries over the course of the semester choosen from a selection of required 
readings (further information will be provided). Summaries must be uploaded to Moodle by noon on the day that 
the reading is scheduled to be discussed in class. Bring a copy (hard copy or electronic) of your summary to 
class to refer to during our in-class discussion of the reading. Note: one summary will be submitted for a 
sidecar session. 

 

• SHORT ASSIGNMENTS & READING RESPONSES: Throughout the semester, you will complete a variety of short 
assignments based primarily on our readings, which may include preparing discussion questions, composing 
responses to a reading, compiling examples, etc. Some of these short assignments will be completed in class, 
and others you will upload to Moodle before class. Short reading assignments will be announced in class and 
posted on Moodle throughout the semester. 

 

• REVISED READING RESPONSE: You will revise and expand one of your reading responses. Further details will be 
provided. Note: this reading response will be submitted for a sidecar session. 

 

• LANGUAGE REPORT: You will choose an endangered language and, using a range of resources, write a report on 
that language. Instructions about what should be included in your report will be provided. Prior to writing your 
report, you will seek out a range of potential resources and write an ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY. Instructions 
about the expectations for your annotated bibliography will be provided. You will give a brief in-class 
presentation based on your language report in Week 15/16 of the semester. Instructions about the content and 
structure of your presentations will be provided. Your final language report must be uploaded to Moodle by 
noon on Monday May 4 (Finals Week). Note: the annotated bibiolgraphy and language report will be submitted 
for sidecar sessions. 

 

• SIDECAR SUBMISSIONS AND PARTICIPATION: Four pieces of your assessed work ((i)reading summary, (ii) revised 
reading response, (iii) annotated bibliography, and (iv) language report) have been selected for the Sidecar 
Project in our course. Sidecar tutors, as well as members of your sidecar group, will read and provide feedback 
on your assignments. Group members will be announced in class and posted on Moodle. There are four 
scheduled in-class sidecar sessions throughout the semester during which Sidecar tutors will facilitate small 
group feedback sessions. Based on the feedback that you receive, you will revise your assignment and submit 
it for a grade. It is crucial that your sidecar session assignments are submitted by the deadline (by noon on 
Monday Feb 3, Monday, Feb 24, Monday Mar 23 and Monday Apr 13) in order to give sufficient time for tutors 
and group members to read your work in advance of the sidecar session. On-time submission as well as 
participation in sidecar sessions earn you course credit.   

 
 

Grading criteria 
 

A 93-100% B+ 87-89% C+ 77-79% D+ 67-69% F Below 60% 
A- 90-92% B 83-86% C 73-76% D 63-66% 
  B- 80-82% C- 70-72% D- 60-62% 
 

 

Readings 
 

• The required readings for this course will be available online, in the Mansfield Library, or downloadable from 
our course Moodle site. See the schedule and reading list for details. 

 
 

Library reserves 
 

• This course has a Course Reserves webpage. Go to the main page of the Mansfield Library website 
http://www.lib.umt.edu and in the Search window click on the Course Reserves tab. You can search by my 
name, course ID, course name, or item title. Books on reserve for this course are available from the Information 
Center on the main floor of the library (Level 3). 

 

Other resources 
 

• Other resources and relevant material may be introduced throughout the semester. You are always welcome to 
speak to me about advice on additional materials to consult. 

 

• You will be expected to seek out relevant resources throughout the course. When you come across resources 
that you think the class would benefit from, please let me know and I will post them on Moodle when possible. 

 

• If the library does not own a resource that you are looking for, you can request it through Interlibrary Loan (ILL). 
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Course Policies and Procedures 
 

• ATTENDANCE: You are expected to attend every class and be an active participant. Unexcused lateness or 
absences will result in deductions to your grade. You are responsible for any missed material. 

 

• RESPECT YOUR CLASSMATES: Arrive to class on time. You are responsible for all material covered, including 
announcements, questions/answers, etc., that may occur at the beginning of class. If you are late, be courteous 
and avoid being disruptive. If you anticipate being late to class regularly (e.g., due to a work schedule, a class 
on the other side of campus, etc.), inform me as soon as possible. 

 

• STUDENT CONDUCT CODE: You are expected to be familiar with the University of Montana Student Conduct 
Code, which is downloadable from the Community Standards webpage. You are also expected to be familiar 
with the University of Montana Academic Policies and Procedures, which can be found on the Academic 
Policies and Procedures webpage. 
 

• E-MAIL: Course information will be circulated by e-mail to your UM e-mail address (usually via Moodle, but in 
some cases, directly to your individual e-mail address). Check your UM e-mail account often. You are 
responsible for ensuring that you are able to receive any course information circulated by e-mail. 

 

• TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS: Using the Moodle learning environment requires your computer to be set up to view 
and download documents (.pptx, .ppsx, .docx. .pdf), webpages, etc. More information can be found on the 
UMOnline student support website. Contact UMOnline for assistance: 406-243-4999 or toll-free 866-225-1641; 
UMOnline technical support e-mail address. 
 

• SUBMITTING GRADED WORK: Unless otherwise noted, assessed work must be uploaded to the relevant section of 
Moodle as .pdf or .docx files. 

 

• COURSE ACCOMMODATION: The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration 
between students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students (DSS). If you have a 
disability that adversely affects your academic performance, and you have not already registered with Disability 
Services, please contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154 or 406-243-2243. If you are already 
working with Disability Services your responsibilities are to contact me as soon as possible to discuss 
reasonable and appropriate modifications that may be necessary. I will work with you and Disability Services to 
provide a reasonable and appropriate modification. For more information, visit the Disability Services for 
Students website. 

 

• CULTURAL AND CEREMONIAL LEAVE (see Academic Policies and Procedures) "Cultural or ceremonial leave allows 
excused absences for cultural, religious, and ceremonial purposes to meet the student's customs and traditions 
or to participate in related activities. To receive an authorized absence for a cultural, religious or ceremonial 
event the student or their advisor (proxy) must submit a formal written request to the instructor. This must 
include a brief description (with inclusive dates) of the cultural event or ceremony and the importance of the 
student's attendance or participation. Authorization for the absence is subject to approval by the instructor. 
Appeals may be made to the Chair, Dean or Provost. The excused absence or leave may not exceed five 
academic calendar days (not including weekends or holidays). Students remain responsible for completion or 
make-up of assignments as defined in the syllabus, at the discretion of the instructor." 

 
 

 

Academic honesty 
 

• All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the 
course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University. All students must be familiar with the Student 
Conduct Code. 

 

• You are welcome (and encouraged!) to work together with classmates, but you must write up your submitted 
work on your own. 

 
 

UM Writing and Public Speaking Center 
 

The University of Montana Writing and Public Speaking Center provides one-on-one tutoring to students from any 
discipline, and at any level, as they write or prepare presentations for any course. Welcoming all students, the 
center provides a learning environment where students can engage in supportive conversations about their work 
and receive feedback at any point during their process. To make an appointment and learn more about the center, 
visit their website. 
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Basic Needs 
Any student who faces challenges securing food or housing, and believes that this could affect their performance in 
this course, is urged to contact any or all of the following campus resources: 
 

• The UM Food Pantry is located in UC 119. Emergency food for students can be accessed from there and 
from satellite food cupboards across campus. 

• The ASUM Renter Center offers information, support and referrals for UM students at risk of homelessness 
or food insecurity. 

• TRiO Student Support Services serves UM students who are low-income, first-generation college students, 
or have documented disabilities. Services include a textbook loan program, scholarships and financial aid 
help, academic advising, coaching, and tutoring. Students can check their eligibility online. 

 
 

Participation in the University-wide Program-level Writing Assessment 
As an intermediate writing course, this course participates in the University-wide Program-level Writing Assessment 
(UPWA). Our course requires an electronic submission of an assignment stripped of your personal information to 
be used for educational research and assessment of our campus writing program. Your assignment will be stored 
in a database. A random selection of student papers will be assessed by a group of faculty using a rubric 
developed from the writing learning outcomes listed in this syllabus. This assessment in no way affects either your 
grade or your progression at the university. Further information will be made available during the semester. 
 
 

Proposed Schedule (subject to change) 
 

Week Day Date Topics/Activities Readings* Deadlines** 

Part I: Introduction, overview, perspectives 

1 Tues Jan. 14 Introduction & course overview   

 Thurs Jan. 16 Language from a linguistic 
perspective Denham & Lobeck 2013 Questionnaire due by 

noon 

Part II: Linguistic Diversity 

2 Tues Jan. 21 Diversity: an overview Nettle & Romaine 2000  

 Thurs Jan. 23 
Reading summaries workshop Drude 2018; Anderson 

2010 
Draft summary due by 
noon Language inventorying 

3 Tues Jan. 28 Classification of lgs: genetic Lyovin et al. 2017 [p.1-15]  

 Thurs Jan. 30 Classification of lgs: typological Lyovin et al. 2017 [p.1-15]  

4 
Reading summary for sidecar session due by noon Monday Feb 3 

Tues Feb. 4 Valuing diversity Mithun 2004; Pullum 1991  

 Thurs Feb. 6 Sidecar session: reading 
summary 

Sidecar group reading 
summary submissions  

Part III: Language Endangerment 

5 Tues Feb. 11 What is language endangerment 
and how does it happen?  

Crystal 2000; Below & 
Simpson 2018; Grenoble 
2011 

Revised reading 
summary due by noon 

 Thurs Feb. 13 Assessing language 
endangerment 

Selections from: 
Ethnologue 2019; 
Grenoble & Whaley 2012; 
UNESCO 2010; Krauss 
2007, etc. 

 

6 Tues Feb. 18 Who cares and why? Crystal 2000  

 Thurs Feb. 20 Discourses of lg endangerment Hill 2002; Davis 2017  
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7 
Reading response for sidecar session due by noon Monday Feb 24 

Tues Feb. 25 Different views on lg 
endangerment (cont’d)  TBD  

 Thurs Feb. 27 Sidecar session: reading 
response 

Sidecar group reading 
response submissions  

Part IV: Responses to language endangerment 

8 Tues Mar. 3 Language documentation Woodbury 2011 Revised reading 
response due by noon 

 Thurs Mar. 5 Lg documentation (cont’d) 

TBD (selections from 
LD&C, LDD, Rehg & 
Campbell 2018, Austin & 
Sallabank 2011, etc.) 

 

9 Tues Mar. 10 Language revitalization Hinton 2011; Fishman 
2001  

 Thurs Mar. 12 Lg revitalization (cont’d) 

TBD (selections from 
LD&C, LDD, Hinton et al. 
2018, Rehg & Campbell 
2018, Austin & Sallabank 
2011, etc.) 

 

10 Tues Mar. 12 Spring Break – No Class   

 Thurs Mar. 14 Spring Break – No Class   

11 
Annotated bibliography for sidecar session due by noon Monday Mar 23 

Tues Mar. 24 Responses to lg endangerment 
(cont’d) TBD  

 Thurs Mar. 26 Sidecar session: annotated 
bibliography 

Sidecar group annotated 
bibliography submissions  

12 Tues Mar. 31 Responses to lg endangerment 
(cont’d)  TBD 

Revised annotated 
bibliography due by 
noon 

 Thurs Apr. 2 Responses to lg endangerment 
(cont’d) TBD  

Part V: Remaining questions, extensions, looking ahead 

13 Tues Apr. 7 TBD TBD  

 Thurs Apr. 9 TBD TBD  

14 

Language report for sidecar session due by noon Monday Apr 13 

Tues Apr. 14 TBD TBD  

Thurs Apr. 16 Sidecar session: language report Sidecar group language 
report submissions  

15 Tues Apr. 21 Student presentations  Presentation feedback 

 Thurs Apr. 23 Student presentations  Presentation feedback 

16 Tues Apr. 28 Student presentations  Presentation feedback 

 Thurs Apr. 30 Course wrap-up   

Revised language reports due by noon Monday May 4 
 

* Some readings may be removed from our list, additional readings will be assigned, and readings/topics may be rescheduled. 
Readings will be available online, in the library, or posted on Moodle. You are expected to seek out and consult other resources 
for assignments throughout the semester. Updates will be announced in class and on Moodle. 

 

This syllabus is subject to change 


